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the biggest percentage. France pro-
duces about 75, 80 percent of their elec-
tricity from nuclear.

Then the 7 percent, now this is 2000,
things have changed a little since then.
Solar, 1 percent; wind, 1 percent, that’s
the .07 percent, so it has increased
four-fold, 2.8 percent, big deal, .28 per-
cent, ¥ of 1 percent? I am a big fan of
nuclear.

I have an off-grid home, and I use
solar panels, I use wind machines. I am
a big fan of wind and solar. But they
are now tiny contributors to our total
energy supply.

Wood, that’s not the mountain fam-
ily, that’s the paper industry and the
timber industry wisely using a waste
product. Waste, that looks huge, and
it’s not a bad idea to turn your waste
into electricity. You can do that. We
have a great plant up here in northern
Montgomery County.

But that waste stream is not a solu-
tion to our problem, because what that
waste stream represents, just go to the
county dump and look at it. What that
waste stream represents is a profligate
use of fossil fuels. In a fossil fuel defi-
cient world it’s not going to be there.
It’s an expedient for the moment. It
doesn’t even come close to offering a
rational solution to our problem.

Conventional hydro, we probably
peaked out in conventional hydro. We
can do a lot of microhydro. There are
some really good microturbines now.

Alcohol, let me come back now, I
only have a couple of minutes remain-
ing. I want to make the tie between
our food problems and the gas prices.

We have a program of converting
corn to ethanol. The National Academy
of Sciences have said that if we used all
of our corn for ethanol, all of it, and
discounted for fossil fuel input, it
would displace 2.4 percent of our gaso-
line. They said that if you tuned up
your car and put air in the tires, you
would save as much.

Now, corn doubled in price because
we were doing that. Farmers diverted
land from soybeans and wheat to corn.
So now we have doubled the price of
corn, roughly doubled the price of soy-
beans. Since these commodities moved
together, the price of rice has doubled.

Now we have global food riots turned
deadly. What one U.N. official said was
what we did innocently, we just hadn’t
thought it through, that what we did
was a crime against humanity.

Our trifling contribution to dis-
placing oil has doubled the price of
corn, nearly doubled the price of soy-
beans and rice. There are people who
spend 50 to 60 percent of their income
on food. If the food price doubles, they
are spending 100 percent of their in-
come on food. No wonder they are riot-
ing.

Well, this was an unintended con-
sequence. The last chart, we have only
a couple of minutes remaining, and I
just want to say that I find this chal-
lenge really exhilarating. There is no
exhilaration like the exhilaration of
meeting and overcoming a big chal-
lenge.
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We are the most creative innovative
society in the world. We are up to this
with proper leadership. I am looking
for that leadership. We are up to this.

We need a program that has a total
commitment of World War II. I lived
through that war. I know what it was.
Everybody raised a victory garden. No
cars were made in 1943, 1944 and 1945.
We needed the technology focus of put-
ting a man on the moon, and we needed
the urgency of the Manhattan project.

[ 1830

We can lead the world in moving
from fossil fuel dependency to renew-
ables. We are creative and innovative.
We need leadership to do this.

I want to show you that we can do it.
We can live very happily on less. On
this chart, here we are, using more en-
ergy than anybody else in the world.
And there are 24 countries using con-
siderably less energy than we who feel
better. This is how good you feel about
your station in life, they feel better
about their station in life than we.

The very last chart, in the very few
seconds remaining, this shows you that
Californians use only about 65 percent
as much electricity as the rest of us in
the United States. Challenge any Cali-
fornian to admit that they live less
well than we live.

We don’t have to use the amounts of
energy that we are using today to be
comfortable, to feel good about life.

I really feel challenged by this. We
are the most creative, innovative soci-
ety in the world. We can do this. We
can once again become a manufac-
turing country. We can lead the world
in this.

Madam Speaker, I am 82 years old on
my next birthday; and there is nothing
in my life, and I have seen more of life
than every other Member of this Con-
gress except RALPH HALL who is 3 years
older than I, and I have seen nothing in
my life that is so challenging, so ex-
hilarating as this.

We are up to this. We need the lead-
ership; where is it?

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 2739. An act to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Department of
the Interior, the Forest Service, and the De-
partment of Energy, to implement further
the Act approving the Covenant to Establish
a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands in Political Union with the United
States of America, to amend the Compact of
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003,
and for other purposes.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BIsSHOP of New York (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today after 11
a.m. on account of business in district.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida
(at the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for
today after 2 p.m. on account of a fam-
ily medical emergency.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZIO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PRICE of Georgia) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, April 17.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, April 17.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WoLF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Member (at his re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks
and include extraneous material:)

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes,
today.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reports that on April 7, 2008, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 1593. To reauthorize the grant pro-
gram for reentry of offenders into the com-
munity in the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968, to improve reentry
planning and implementation, and for other
purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, April
14, 2008, at 12:30 p.m., for morning-hour
debate.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 Stat.
22) to be administered to Members,
Resident Commissioner, and Delegates
of the House of Representatives, the
text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 3331:
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